A WORD ABOUT FUTURISM

On the occasion of 100" Anniversary of Futurist Manifesto

Avanor

Ha Hol;tmun SEHETECTRYKOr mecHaxa Bpasxa
Be [lomanc«ora, ¢rarao e Mapasers y Ila-
pus. Cycper je 6uo cpaasas. Merw pam, Ma-
PHHETE j& OAP&A0 Opefasawe O PameEaMy H
dyryprany. O dyrypeamy <yno ce je, ma je
OH NpBAa OCEGBA dawmsua H 12 je dpamezam
nocaeprua ¢yrypeesa. ,.Cnaea Mycoanunjy B
WEBEO JEKTATOP!" — y TOME j¢ MPOWmAC ro-
TOBO neno Bede. Buxa, yalyheme. BonetrcTs
npoTectyjy. damacts gumy sapmy. . Keeeo
Myconenu:" azeo M:puneta!® dpanoyau
cy opeafaugens remnepamentres Mranojznsua
Aa ¢y 320Cp2aBEAA — ga Cé OX@ HAanaae y
Pparuyckoj. Onm Bede, 12 He Tpebajy ¢a-
MHEM2, NOMTO HEAjy CBOjy -— AEMOKDATHjY.
Wransjankma cy ce npasnane, na OHH ,.C
npagoM Tako rosope, nomTto je Mraneja
1915, rop. coacns dpannycky o©f 0pPODACTH,
To je pexao Mapmrern. Hagane je roscpro,
o3 pawAsaM Huje PeaKUHOHADHOCT Hero pe-
goayurja, jep je r. Mycynuus — Ouo cong-
janmcra! Beaw, na je ¢ammsam nubenapsn
NOmTO DPOHBRNASE HZ dyTypHaMa, a CBaKo
8Ha, ga je MapwaceTh zHTHRAepRKanan. Ha
pame je MapereTm roBopHo, ja je renuje m-
TANEjRACKOr HApoxa Hajeekn — pa je cwara
HTAE[OHCKE OMIANHIE HEHCUPNHA H WYy je
Tpefano camo npoGypard. [loxamk: ,,Yeraj
Mnana Mrammjol™ nasHo cy waycteam gyTypu-
CTE A NAHAC ra y MABOT copowofe — damu
¢, PyTyprzam — dawmezam — damuzam —
dyTYpRIAN.

llocne mpezasatba, oTEOpEHa jé peGara. Ja
¥Mano, Wro off Geca HHCAM DPOTOBOPHO —
dpasuyckr. Xteo caM fa KaWTM, KaKo je
dawesas HTANEjAHCKE EMOCPHjaNE3aM OF KO-
12 Tpne muorn Xpeard B Cnosenun. Anw, je-
ZHK Me NBje DOCAYKHO. A OHO, WTO HECAM

Mapunern -

flomanckm

MNapuz 28. oxrobpa 1925

Morao pekn Ha TPROEAH, PEXAOC CaM CyTpafan
HE cacTasKy ca Mapesernjem.

Tysad je Ouna — pama. JeHATECTHYKM Opeq-
craseex y [lapray, rozopuo je cpockE ® He-
Mauxe. [lama je caaGo pzaymesana, a cea je
BEOBATHOCT, 3 HelHE MHOFO PasyMena, Kana
Ga [o] BCHHMTHCIA FOBOPHO B y HEHOM MaTe-
peackos jeasky. Hondepesuwjn ® guanory
OPHCYCTByje CeM ZCHETHECTHYXKOT MOCNABEKA H
Mapenerrja — jenan CpOus nex MeTpa BE-
cor, Gz2nkauckux oaeha ¥ wyapux ouejy. Ha
CTPAHH BTIARjABCKOr resmja Eanasm ce sajap
Jl-mepo B casxap [pamnonsss. OGojuua cy
dage GyTyPECTRYKE BHTENHrenunje. MapaneTs
X aaccug&e CBOjOM muﬁnaaauomh 2
NOJEAHCKK: Mocnonan Mapueete! Ja pac no-
3Apas/LaAM RO NOKpeTaYa PYTYpPESMA H  KAD
YOBEKA KOj® je MPEH QHrao sacTaBy M NO3BAO
M12RoCT #a Oyuy. To 9EEEM xao npepcras-
HiK acseTHaMa y [lapuay, oo ceojo] Ayweo-
CTd. A DOKpeTad ICHMTEZMA E AWpERTOP ,Se-
HRTa", Takohe nema paanora, na Bac rakeora
He uemy. An#, BR Kao opomaratop dammssa
ryfrTe uawe cospareje. [IpoTtEe Taxsora
Mopanersjr amtemo ceoj npoTect.
MAPHHETH: Xean:! Ba anax nesare pasno-
ra aaro, jlcp je dawmsas nouske m®a Gopfy,
a GopOa je agpasa B DoTpelHA.
NOJbAHCKHM: 3enutucre mene Bamy Gopoy,
ank ako je oHa ¢amscTHka, onxa wamekhy
HAC He MOWe GHTE capagme, OowTo cy da-
MECTH gananuns caceeeckd ,Hapoawm [lom*™
y Tpery 8 Gauuam Kpos miaaMen, Ara KEBA
9orewa, ¢a Tpeker copata ma ynmuy.
MAPHHETH (panajyhe y satpy): Tamo cy
C¢ CKLHBANH KOMYyHHCTA!..

MNO/bAHCKH: Komoran marosop! M koMyni-
CcTid ¢y mynm!



MAPHHETH: ¥ ocranos, seMuTdCTE  OfyBex
VMEBA]Y HAUIE CHMOATHje.

NOJbAHCKH: [JoGpo! M dyTyprcTh  yaERajy
HAlle CHMOATH|®, aif (haUNACTH BpUIE TEpLp
Hap wectAThm XNpsarima y Hcrpu m zartea-
pajy Hame mMmuons.

MAPHHETH: [la an cre Be Cpfun g8 Xpeat?
NObAHCKH! Ceptia!

MAPHHETH (nuwse jeany ofpey a neB0 OKO
My THCKpeTHO 3acia o dylema).
NO/BAHCKH: Jla cy same cnmuavaje sa Bac
LOHCTA HCHDEHE, 1OKA3 je, TO CMO MU [TAM -
nang Bama pena u na ce r. Maoerk yeer 3a
Bac aaysema, awo Bac xo managa. [lpwane
Cy RONEPEBIKe B FCHETHCTHYKE BEYEPH:E, H3
KojuMa cre B BE cnaemedn. A mro c¢re Bu
a3 mac ygamunn? [lecanu cTe o Hama ca He-
KOJIHKO pefloE:?

MAPUHETH: To je Bpao Temxo papm auler
jeBHKa, KOFa HHXD HE DARYME..
MNOLAHCKM: Kaxo? [a = Gor je Cpfum:
Cpfia mma csyna — mma Cpfa m Crosenina
yak B y Hranmju..

MAPHUHETH (knesaso oO6HIaZH ® WEBO C&
yaOyhyje): Ma BH TOnNEKH HEMAYMKE OECHEIN
EHCY DpeBeieHd HA HCTAJHjAHCKH, 300r ihd-
XOBOT HEBrONHOT je3HKA. ANE Ja caMm Mopao
0 ZeEHTECTEMA BOJMTH DauyHa, [oOKAs je To
mTO CAM ¥ CBOM NOCHENHeN MaHEGecTy mTam-
nac Manuha & Bac..

MOJbAHCKH: Anm uu RECcMO dyTypHCTE Hero
3BEHMTHACTE. Y HADO] BEMEH MOCTOje CaMo
BEHATHCTH. ..

MAPHUHETH: MMa ja cas Bac xao Taxee
nosrao Ha Goply, DPOTHE 33jefHAIKOT He-
npEjaTe®sa.

MNO/BAHCKM: Awo je 1aj nempujatem Espo-
na, ouga waopen! Axo je Taj Henphjates
crapa GpajaTa KyATYpa — CUODEMHE CMO.
AENEPO (wuso yoaga): Lui dice! Lui dice!
NOBAHCKH: M cwo pagocEm Gapdapua Ko-
j# hemo zananeTa Gpane mygpaui. TpeGa ga
HELITO Y4GHAMO 33 9OBEKA. SLHHTHCTH Cy
ANTHNOMRTAYKA JbYIH, NOWTO CY MOJHTEYEPH
YOPOUNacTHAR CELT CA csojos OpakoMm mpo-
hecopuma!

AETEPO (jom wmuem® yoand Hauwoso): Lui
dice! Lui... Lui..

MNPAMIOJMAK (mynpo &yt B rnega)
MAPHHETH: ila s wa Hrannjane Sapfapa cuo.
MNOJbAHCRKM: Taxo je! Bpaec! Haopep y
aajeganuxy Gopoy.

MAPUHETH: ¥ T0 uMme, 3eHHTHCTH he OGuTa
npesohesd o WTAKMAEE ¥ CEUM HAWEN Haco-
nacuma. Wayhe ropune, Oghe senuxs  Mmehy-
HApOIAR KoHrpec §jTypRcTa ¥y Paay, Ba xoju
hie 3EHATHCTH HECYMINEO O0ITH NOBEaHH.
MNOJBLAHCKH: Ana mu mecMo diyTypreTw.
MAPHHETH: Csako he mmaTtu mpago ma cso-
jy mspxy.

UOJEAHCKM: Muno mu je! A wo ke dranan-
cuparta?.

(Mapenere, [lams, pgpyra jama, rocuogus,
Hpamnontwy, [lenepo — cmsjy celll)
MAPHHETH: [lo solema! [losapasrte Bawmera
medga JbyGomupa Munuha. Hosra muoro ue-
HAEM H CHMOATHIIEM.

NOJBAHCKH: o eskhema! ¥ nonegemax!...
Pyropake.

Bpanxo Be NMOJbAHCKH — Mapua

This article is reprinted from: Zenit (ur. Ljubomir Mici¢), 37, Belgrade,
November-December 1925.
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DIALOGUE MARINETTI - POLJANSKI

Paris, 28" October 1925

On the birthday of Zenitist poet Branko Ve Poljanski, Marinetti arrived in Paris.
The encounter was cordial. On the same day, Marinetti gave a lecture on Fascism
and Futurism. Regarding Futurism, one could hear that it was the first basis of the
Fascism and that the Fascism was the consequence of Futurism. ‘Glory to Musso-
lini and long live the dictator!” - almost all the evening passed in such a manner.
Noise, excitement. Giolittists protest. Fascists make a racket. ‘Long live Mussolini!’
‘Long live Marinetti!” The Frenchmen reproached the animated Italians that they
forgot they were in France. They said they did not need Fascism since they had
- democracy of their own. They pleaded to the Italians that they were ‘right’ to say
so since in 1915 Italy saved France from a disaster. That was said by Marinetti. Next
he said that Fascism is not a reactionary movement but a revolution, because Mr.
Mussolini was - a socialist! He said that Fascism was liberal since it stemmed from
Futurism, and just about everyone knows Marinetti is anticlerical. Afterwards
Marinetti said that the genius of Italian people is the greatest - that the power of
Italian youth is inexhaustible and all it needed was a wake-up call. The cry: ‘Rise,
young Italy!” was uttered long ago by the Futurists, and today it is carried out by
- Fascists. Futurism - Fascism - Fascism - Futurism.

After the lecture, the debate ensued. Enraged, I almost spoke in - French. I
wanted to say that the Fascism is Italian imperialism which makes many Croats
and Slovenians suffer. However, the language betrayed me. And what I could
not say at the debate, I said tomorrow at the meeting with Marinetti.

The translator was - a lady. The Zenitist representative in Paris spoke Ser-
bian and German. The lady understood little, and by all chances, she would not
have understood more even if the Zenitist spoke to her in her mother tongue.



New Sound 34, 11/2009

Besides the Zenitist emissary and Marinetti, the conference and the dialogue is
attended by - a Serb two metres tall, with Balkan shoulders and wise look in his
eyes. On the Italian genius’s side there are the sculptor Depero and the painter
Prampolini. Both possess fine Futurist intelligence. Marinetti outshines them by
his impulsiveness.

POLJANSKI: Mister Marinetti! I salute you as the founder of Futurism and
as a man who first raised the flag and called the youth to rebellion. I do this as the
representative of Zenitism in Paris, by my duty. And the founder of Zenitism and
the manager of ‘Zenit” has no reason either not to esteem you as such. But you, as
a propagator of Fascism, lose our affinities. Against such Marinetti, we protest.

MARINETTI: Thank you! You still have no reason to do so, because Fascism
is a battle call, and battle is healthy and necessary.

POLJANSKI: The Zenitists appreciate your fight, but if it is Fascistic, then
we can have no cooperation, because the Fascists burned down Slovenian ‘Na-
tional House’ in Trieste and threw two men alive from the third floor, through
the flames and down on the street.

MARINETTI (losing his temper): The Communists were hiding there!...

POLJANSKI: A convenient excuse! The Communists are human beings too!

MARINETTL In any case, Zenitists have always had our affinities.

POLJANSKI: Good! Futurists too have had our affinities, but the Fascists
are terrorizing honest Croats in Istria and closing our schools.

MARINETTI: Are you a Serb or a Croat?

POLJANSKTI: Serbo!

MARINETTI (raises an eyebrow and his left eye discretely glistens with
amazement)...

POLJANSKI: Our affinity for you being indeed sincere is proven by the fact
that we have printed your works and that Mr. Mici¢ stands by your side whenev-
er anyone attacks you. We held conferences and Zenitist soirées where you were
glorified as well. And what have you done for us? Wrote a few lines on us?

MARINETTL It is very difficult because of your language, which no one
understands...

POLJANSKI: I beg your pardon? Well, God is also a Serb: there are Serbs
everywhere - there are Serbs and Slovenians even in Italy...

MARINETTI (trying to shift ground and getting ardently excited): Well,
even many German poets have not been translated into Italian, because of their
awkward language. But I had to take account of the Zenitists, and that is proven
by my printing Mici¢ and you in my last manifesto...

POLJANSKI: But we are not Futurists, we are Zenitists. In our country there
are only Zenitists...



Dialogue Marinetti — Poljanski (1-6)

MARINETTI: Well, as such, I called you to battle against the common enemy.

POLJANSKI: If the enemy is Europe, then go forward! If the enemy is the
old bearded culture - we are ready.

DEPERO (cuts in lively): Lui dice! Lui dice!

POLJANSKI: We are joyful barbarians who will put the beards of wise el-
ders on fire. We must do something for a common man. The Zenitists are antipo-
litical people because the politicians, together with their brethren the professors,
ruined the world!

DEPERO (cuts in again, even more lively): Lui dice! Lui... Lui...

PRAMPOLINI (watches in wise silence)

MARINETTI: We Italians are also barbarians.

POLJANSKI: That is right! Bravo! Let us go to battle together.

MARINETTL On that account, the Zenitists will be translated and printed
in all our magazines. Next year there will be a great international congress of
Futurists in Rome, which Zenitists will undoubtedly be invited to.

POLJANSKI: But we are not Futurists.

MARINETTI: Everyone will be permitted to keep their label.

POLJANSKI: I am glad! And who will finance it?

(Marinetti, the Lady, the other lady, the gentleman, Prampolini, Depero
- they are all laughing!!!)

MARINETTI: Goodbye! Give my best regards to your head Ljubomir Mici¢.
I appreciate and like him a great deal.

POLJANSKI: Goodbye! Till Monday!...

Handshake.

Branko Ve POLJANSKI - Paris

Translated by Goran Kapetanovic¢



